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Abstract

This article aims to examine the prosperity of
China's “21% Century Maritime Silk Road” and the
challenge to U.S. power stability in Southeast Asia.
Specifically, it addresses How China's growing power
and role in Southeast Asia through cooperation in the
BRI policies along the “21* Century Maritime Silk
Road” economic and trade route affect the interests and
power of the U.S. How do Southeast Asian countries
(especially Thailand) benefit from the changing power
stability of the U.S. and the prosperity of China's “21*
Century Maritime Silk Road”?
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China's prosperity under the BRI in the context of
the “2lst Century Maritime Silk Road” has shaped
China's image, economic, political and military strength
has exerted influence and boosted confidence in
Southeast Asian countries, including greater trust in
China. Consequently, it has greatly influenced the
stability of power and interests of the U.S. Countries in
the region are benefiting from China's increase in power
and the risk that comes with it. Thailand, in particular,
which is an important strategic point of America in the
region, is affected while benefiting from the fact that
both China and the U.S. are trying to compete for
strategic areas in the world. Still, Thailand will benefit
most if it remains neutral and properly leverages China's

rise in power and the U.S."' weakening role.

Keywords: “21% Century Maritime Silk Road”; China;
United States of America; Power Stabilityl; Southeast
Asia

! Power stability is the stability and invariability of existing powers,
without being reduced, not being interfered by other powers or by
any other factors that cause instability and change in that power.
When the power is instability or is affected by any change, there will
be no disfigurement in that power and other consequences will
follow. Robert Powell. (1996). “Stability and the Distribution of
Power”. World Politics, Vol.48, Issue 2, pp. 239 — 267.
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® The great idea of the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, which was
jointly proposed by China, India and Myanmar back in the 1950s, has been
upheld by China ever since. They include: mutual respect for sovereignty
and territorial integrity, mutual non-aggression, non-interference in each
other's internal affairs, equality and mutual benefit, and peaceful

coexistence.
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